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JANN CARSON, former Deputy Director at the ACLU of Oregon,
retired in March 2022 after being on team ACLU for 36 years.

Watch this video honoring Jann’s
work with the ACLU of Oregon —

a retrospective look at three decades

of statewide work and a look at the road
ahead for our state.




Dear Community,

It is an immense privilege to work at the ACLU of Oregon, to work every day to protect and advance our democracy. S
However, the weight of our work is heavy too. —~

In June, we experienced a particularly devastating and regressive U.S. Supreme Court session. Many people are worried and
scared hy the continued attacks on our nation’s core constitutional and democratic principles — attacks now being carried
out by the anti-democracy majority on the U.S. Supreme Court.

| hear from our communities that they are experiencing a deep fatigue, that the fight for justice is hard and exhausting.

This spring, | had the honor of hearing the Rev. Dr. William Barber, co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign, speak to ACLU
staff. He spoke about his work with communities experiencing poverty — communities treated with inhumanity because
they are poor. He acknowledged the immense challenges across the United States.
He then called upon us to “Do the ACLU: Act, Challenge, Love, Unite.”

In Rev. Dr. Barber’s call to us,
| also heard the words of abolitionist activist Mariame Kaba who JTTuITil ETER G BT U CRER T TEHT [T GR

“It’s work to be hopeful...

2= you have to actually put in energy, tlme =

you have to be clear-eyed... & —

2" you have to hold fast to having a vision.

% /’% It’s a hard thing to maintain. ©
! *,, But it matters to have it, =

(WAL  to believe that it’s possible,

| ARG () 5 to change the world.”

=

This is how the wisdom of Rev. Dr. Barber and Mariame Kaba connect with me: To have hope as a discipline, we st,art with
love for ourselves and our families and communities. We take this love to unite us, and together we challenge and act to
create a democracy of greater justice, equity and care.

It is not always easy to do the ACLU; it takes time, effort and an immense heart. However, the ACLU community has been
doing the ACLU for more than 100 years and has helped bend the arc of history toward justice.

The ACLU of Oregon team asks you to maintain hope as a discipline with us and continue to Act, Challenge, Love and Unite.
We need your continued support and solidarity in the fight for a just and democratic Oregon and nation.

Sandy Chung ' //// \
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Bodily Autonomy for All After Dobbs:

Protecting Access to Abortion and Gender-Affirming Health Care

by Jessica Maravilla

With their decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization that abortion is not a right protected by the federal Constitution,
six U.S. Supreme Court justices took us back almost 50 years, near in time to when women needed men’s permission to open bank
accounts and credit cards, firing pregnant women and marital rape were legal, and the government could prevent people from using
contraception.

The ACLU of Oregon believes our work of civil liberties and civil rights requires the protection and advancement of abortion rights.

In 2017, we were part of a coalition that successfully fought for the Reproductive Health Equity Act, which proactively protected
abortion rights through Oregon law. Since early 2022, we have been part of efforts to increase abortion and access to other reproductive
health care across our state through the use of a $15 million fund
designated for this purpose.

fter Dobbs, we have worked closely with partners including Planned

Parenthood Advocates of Oregon, Pro-Choice Oregon and Basic Rights
Oregon to protect access to abortion and gender-affirming health care, not
just for Oregonians, but for people from other states too. We are committed
to making sure that our state is a sanctuary and heacon of hope, choice and
freedom for people across the U.S.

When you support the ACLU of Oregon as a member or donor, you are
supporting efforts to protect bodily autonomy in every part of the United
States. This is because ACLU National and state affiliates have established
ways to share financial and other resources. In just the first week following
Dobbs, ACLU National and state affiliates took legal action to fight abortion
hans in 11 states. Also, the ACLU and partners are currently striving to make
abortion rights protected by the Michigan state constitution, and this past
summer, the ACLU helped fight a draconian abortion measure in Kansas,
with almost 60% of Kansan voters rejecting the measure.

The morning after the Kansas measure was defeated, the executive director
of the Kansas ACLU shared:

“This is a wonderful reminder that when we focus on our values,
BOD ;_l;l%’ Auroév OM'Q’/ we ca: :raevail. I‘: isa wonderfutl retminder t:a:, uItima:er, :ov::r
i a HUMAN KIGHT.

ILLUSTRATION: Jax Ko

is inherent in the people, not the politicians or the courts.”

As civil rights leader Fannie Lou Hamer so powerfully stated,
“Nobody’s free until everybody’s free.”

TOGETHER, we can use our people power as community members, organizers, educators and voters to protect abortion
rights, gender-affirming care and bodily autonomy for all across our state and country. e
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The Pain_to_Beauty Generation The constant bullying, and discrimination we face is unimaginable

School was supposed to be a space where students weren’t hated on

Poetry on what it’s like to be a student in 2022 simply because of their race

by Alle Ball,high school student Or the fact that who they love is somehow a disgrace

To be a student in 2022 is
to experience three things:
violence, pain and beauty

To be a student in 2022 is the wanting to feel seen
as our true authentic selves

That no matter what everyone will be given the

Students today are unlike
chance to excel

any that have come before

The pain that students will face can never

The things we will have he explained

experienced will have

LA But without pain we are only a fraction

The products of sculptures of ourselves

that were made by the

blood of our peers, the salt
used from our tears and the
remembrance of past years

With pain we are more alive than ever

Because it shows us that our life is something
delicate that needs to be treasured

We are expected to carry
the weight of our trauma on
our shoulders

The thing about this generation is that we will take
all of this hurt and use it for good

We'll rise up and be leaders for the ones who

And let me tell you...
never could

growing up in a world that
expects you to he a soldier
never gets any easier no
matter how much you grow
older

Students today will go on to be world changers

Because we've seen the world for what it is and
ILLUSTRATION: Megan Snyder, student and artist we've seen its failures
Hows ChaF B eCang thenew g And we know we can’t let future generations go through these same

Practicing for school shooters instead of fire drills is now just a dangers

U T Tl Students today are blazing new trails so it’s a little easier to inhale

The deaths of students in 2022 will forever be eternal and exhale
Students in 2022 are sacrificing their childhood to ensure the world

Since when did putting People over Profit become controversial
becomes a better place

How much longer are we gonna keep

taking kids from this earth before they can truly bloom We are dream chasers, path makers, problem solvers, academically

driven scholars
T A e o el g i oL We are the future's doctors, lawyers, politicians, scientists and
It's a sad fact that we can’t even feel safe in our own schoolrooms all the things that will allow us to exist

To be a student in 2022 is to experience three things: violence, pain

How much longer are we gonna sit back and watch guns be the leading cause and beauty

of death among teens

But in the end only you can decide what lessons you will take from

Our teenage years should be a time to experience things thase thiee things

|t shouldn’t be a time where parents have to watch their kids ascend with a

new pair of wings And from there it’s time for you to be the sculptor

And mold yourself into who you want to be. ¢

The physical pain of students matches the emotional pain we are dealt

FALL 2022




Qualified Immunity and
Police Accountability: &
Unfair and Unjust é}
Imbalances of Power y

by Kelly Simon

As

Right now, the Oregon and federal legal systems make it
almost impossible to hold police officers, prosecutors and
other law enforcement accountable when they violate the
constitutional rights of Oregonians.

The United States Supreme Court continues to chip away at
and, in some cases, eliminate federal remedies. Oregon has a
robust set of freedoms and protections in our state constitution;
however, there is no direct path to court for us to hold
government actors accountable when they violate our state
constitutional rights. In fact, the Institute for Justice recently
gave Oregon a D+ forits accountability and immunity practices.

WHAT WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY

When the U.S.
Supreme Court
created the
doctrine of
qualified immunity
in the 1960s,

it was intended to

be a modest exception for government officials who acted in
good faith and reasonably helieved their conduct was legal.
Unfortunately, since then, the U.S. Supreme Court has expanded
the doctrine to provide broad immunity for law enforcement
officers’ acts of violence and discrimination. The Court even
created ahsolute immunity for unconstitutional prosecutorial
acts. The expansion of immunities for police and prosecutors
has created an unfair and unjust imbalance of power that allows
law enforcement abuses to go unchecked and unaddressed.

We the people have the power to fix this.

ACCOUNTABILITY:
ensuring a person takes
responsibility for harm they cause

IMMUNITY:
legal rules that protect a person
from being held accountable in court

REGON LAWMAKERS COULD PASS AN OREGON CIVIL

RIGHTS ACT, such as the law passed with bipartisan
support in New Mexico last year. This law would empower
Oregon state courts to provide legal pathways to justice for
Oregonians, even when our federal courts cannot or will not.

n ACLU OF OREGON MAGAZINE

This type of law would mean that we could take government actors,

| including police and prosecutors, to state court

when they:

- unlawfully silence our voices

- illegally arrest or detain us

- inflict violence on us

- wrongfully take or search our private things/information
- inhumanely punish us

- treat us unequally

- otherwise abuse their power

|t would mean that constitutional abuses by government actors
would net remain shielded by federal doctrines like qualified
immunity and absolute immunity. If the government violates the
right of the people, the people should have a right to relief.

An Oregon Civil Rights Act is a necessary start to building
an effective system of accountability. Educate your friends
and neighbors about the need for a straightforward, common-sense
Oregon Civil Rights Act to ensure Oregon is a place where our basic
civil liberties and civil rights are respected and protected. ¢

Rooted in Community-Centric
Values, Together

by Savannah Webber

he way we do our work at the ACLU of Oregon is not solely

centered around our organizational outcomes, but also around
how the work feels for our staff, partners and communities
along the way. This human-centered approach to building
our future is integral to aligning our practices with the more just
world we envision.

This means how we raise the money, energy and social investment
needed to make change is part of our critical transformation work
— and like any meaningful change, it is hard work! Your ACLU of
Oregon development team continues to see its commitment to

the Community-Centric Fundraising (CCF) movement as a
strong root system sustainably fueling this growth.

In the past year, we have learned that this progression takes time
and happens in small steps. We are investing in our internal team
so it aligns deeply with CCF’s principles, as well as revisiting our
departmental values to guide us forward. We’d love for you to join




us in this reflection and growth as we continue learning together by A brighter, more nurturing future is within reach: one that ff'w(ﬁ%

considering the following:

- What are your personal values?
- How do your values guide and sustain you in the long
work toward justice?

- What crossover do you see between your values and the

CCF movement’s guiding principles?

ACLU Community:
Reject Fear, Embrace Community
by Sandy Chung and Yvonne Garcia

Unfortunately, during 2020, cities, suburhs and rural areas across
the U.S. had concerning increases in violent crimes. In trying to
understand why this occurred, researchers noted that overall
rates of violent crime had steadily decreased since and were well
below the rates of the early 1990s and that the national rate of
property crimes reached a record low in early 2020.

So, what occurred wasn’t about an overall increase in crime

over time; it was about violence and what our communities
experienced in 2020.

Why did violence increase in 2020? Researchers noted that
the COVID-19 pandemic activated deep fears and stresses in many
people and that gun purchases rose during this time too. Certain
communities were especially impacted. Domestic violence,

which disproportionately affects women and children, increased
significantly during the pandemic. The Asian American Pacific
Islander community, especially elders and women, experienced
sharp increases in xenophobia, racism and violence

during the pandemic too.

Unfortunately, some saw this time — when many of us

felt fear and vulnerability — as an opportunity. Instead

of supporting communities with healing, unscrupulous
politicians and groups started reusing fear narratives to push
for more “law and order.” They called for more policing and
criminalization, and they dehumanized vulnerable communities,
including the houseless community.

s

\
supports positive, healthy, community-driven and sustainable N
relationships with philanthropy itself. We invite you to support

our transformation work with a donation today.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Share your reflections on your
values with us on Twitter or Instagram (tag us: @ aclu_or). &

/-

2

N

VALES ~

“Law and order” groups conveniently ignored the atrocious levels
of mass incarceration in the U.S. caused by prior “law and order”
policies. The U.S. has the highest rates of incarceration

in the world with almost two million people incarcerated. Our
incarceration rate is twice that of Russia and about six times
that of China and Canada. Every year, hundreds of hillions of tax
dollars are spent on police, prisons, prosecutors and criminal
courts. What has been the result? Policing and prison
industrial systems criminalize, destabilize and harm Black,
Indigenous, Latinx and low-income communities. And still, our
most vulnerable communities do not have the same level of safety
as well-resourced communities that are whiter and richer.

The ACLU of Oregon rejects the fear tactics weaponized
by “law and order” groups. It is irresponsible and wrong

to use fear to push for more policing, criminalization and mass
incarceration. These approaches are not just expensive, they are
counterproductive; they simply perpetuate cycles of instability
and violence. What we must do is work together to help all
communities access the attributes of our safest communities:
good schools and health care, well-resourced families with access
to stable and well-paying jobs, and proximity to healing beauty
such as nature and parks. We ask our ACLU of Oregon community
to reject fear narratives and instead work with us on real
community-centered solutions to improve safety for all.

FALL 2022




Privacy in the Balance:

Reproductive Data after Roe §

by Rachel Dallal Gale

As technology becomes ever more ubiquitous, our personal
information is increasingly subject to non-consensual
intrusions. Smartphone apps track everything from our locations
to our health data (such as pulse, hours of sleep and menstrual
cycles) to our onling purchase histories. Similarly, cookies
embedded in websites track our browsing hehavior and sell
information about our online activity to third parties. Certain
websites also make public our addresses and relatives’ names.
This wealth of data can be used for targeted advertising, law
enforcement surveillance and evidence in criminal prosecutions
and civil lawsuits.

Following the Supreme Court’s recent decision overturning Roe
v. Wade, we confront a reality in which private, personal data
may he used to enforce abortion bans around the country. This
is not a remote or speculative concern. In fact, data has already
heen weaponized to criminalize people seeking abortion care.
In 2017, one Mississippi woman’s online search for ahortion
medication was used as evidence to charge her with second-
degree murder after she gave hirth to a stillborn haby at home.
Similarly, in 2015, prosecutors used text messages as evidence
to convict an Indiana woman of causing the death of her fetus
after she induced her own abortion in violation of state law.

IN OTHER WORDS, THE USE OF DIGITAL EVIDENCE TO POLICE
REPRODUCTIVE AUTONOMY IS ALREADY HAPPENING. In
| today’s post-Roe landscape, it is an increasingly urgent concern.

Police, prosecutors and private parties in states with restrictive
anti-abortion laws may use information derived from cellular
location tracking, text messages, online search histories, email
and messaging apps, and menstrual cycle tracking apps to
criminalize or penalize pregnant people. Those seeking to punish
abortion may even he able to obtain files of personal information
that are collected and sold by data brokers. For example, until
very recently, it was possible for anyone to buy data on patients
who visited one of the more than 600 Planned Parenthood
locations across the U.S.

We cannot allow reproductive freedom and bodily
autonomy to be policed by the vast surveillance
apparatus enabled by modern technology.

Greater consumer privacy protections are urgently necessary to
protect people who can become pregnant from facing criminal
charges for seeking reproductive health care. California has
already introduced a bill to stop information about people
seeking abortions in California from being used to enforce
anti-abortion laws in other states.

It is of utmost importance that Oregon and other states
committed to reproductive freedom immediately follow suit.

means through which the ather rights of the person on
trial are secured.”

Rights Unrealized:
Public Defense in Oregon

These "other rights" include:
- the right against the imposition of excessive bail

by Jessica Lynn Battle (Eighth Amendment)
- the right to a speedy and public trial
fter a regressive U.S. Supreme Court term that left many of (Sixth Amendment)

- the right not to be deprived of liberty, including
in pretrial confinement, without due process of law
(Fifth Amendment)

- the right to be fully informed of the nature of the
criminal accusations (Sixth Amendment)

- the right to the tools necessary to defend
against criminal accusations at trial
(Fifth and Sixth Amendments)

1 United States v. Cronic, 466 US 648, 653 (1984).

us reeling, some of you may he wondering about the state
of our constitutional rights. A constitutional right that still
stands is the right to the assistance of counsel in criminal
prosecutions. This right is enshrined in the Sixth Amendment
to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 11,
of the Oregon Constitution.

In the words of the U.S. Supreme Court, the presence of
lawyers in criminal cases “is essential because they are the

n ACLU OF OREGON MAGAZINE




nfortunately, the constitutionally-protected right to legal counsel is being violated EVERY DAY in our state.
This year, hundreds of low-income Oregonians were charged with a crime but were not appointed a lawyer by the State of Oregon,
even though the state is legally required to do so.

Every day that someone is unrepresented in their criminal case compounds the risk of irreparable harm and the violation of many
fundamental civil liberties set out in the federal and Oregon constitutions. For Oregonians sitting in jail for weeks with no access to a
lawyer, the constitutional right to legal counsel are just words — not reality. This reality is an injustice that should not be tolerated. *

Learn about the state of our public defense system in Oregon — follow our #RightsUnrealized campaign:

: — FOR
Power Concedes Nothing B SSCSVAR by
Without Demand:
ACLU of Oregon’s Strategic has looked like this:
! - Set SMARTIE' goals and roles
Plannmg PYOCBSS - Collect and analyze data

- Develop a shared understanding of historical context
- Meaningfully engage staff, members and community

- Finalize Racial Equity Transformation (RET) plan
As the ACLU of Oregon grapples with its next campaigns and actions - Implement RET plan

rights and democracy, we are asking: What are we demanding from

] POWER CONCEDE LOHIIE Ve
that are no longer serving us? How are we 0 CONCEDES NOTHING organization takes extensive research,

Our racial equity organizational transformation process

by Andrea Valderrama

f|ght|ng for the civil liberties and civil r|ght3 WITHOUT DEMAND' teamwork and values-centered

of the communities most disproportionately « commitment. Are we demanding enough,
harmed by colonization, white supremacy, IT NEVER DID or are we accepting what dominant culture
xenophobia and patriarchy? How do we best AND IT NEVER WILL.” tells us is enough? #

support the p80p|e power of the communities HUE

most impacted by systemic oppressions? FREDERICK DOUGLASS JOIN US and get involved in anti-racist

civil liberties and civil rights work:
The core mission of the ACLU of Oregon is to defend and

advance civil liberties and civil rights within our state. ElERE W expLoRE ways to engage with
While we have contributed to some incredible campaign victories over . E‘T"" the ACLU of Oregon
the years, including marriage equality, abortion access and protections ok
for immigrants and refugees, we also acknowledge that we have a

long way to go with our racial equity work and values — both internally
and externally.

EXPRESS INTEREST in a training

: : : : " The ACLU of Oregon uses the S.M.A.R.T.L.E framework for goal setting:
In 2021, we started a strategic planning process designed for our racial S s e T

equity organizational transformation. time-hound, inclusive and equitable.
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ACLU OF OREGON
Ballot Measure Endorsements

The following values-based questioning guides the ACLU of Oregon’s organizational positions
on local and state ballot initiatives:

- How does the measure directly advance the ACLU of Oregon’s commitment to the civil liberties
and civil rights fundamental to our democracy?

- How does the measure directly advance equity and racial and gender justice?

- Are impacted communities leading and centered by the measure in ways that advance their civil
liberties and civil rights?

WITH THESE VALUES IN MIND,
THE ACLU OF OREGON ENDORSES “YES” VOTES ON THE FOLLOWING BALLOT MEASURES:

e

EXCLUSION
FRow RE-ELECTION
FoR [EGISLATIVE
HEALTH CARE
~> AMENDMENT TO
THE OREGON

FIND MORE
INFORMATION

L1:111112022 BALLOT

FIGURE ILLUSTRATIONS: Kennedy Barrera-Cruz
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Restoration of Voting Rights Bill: Voting Rights for ALL

by Mariana Garcia Medina

oting is the cornerstone of our democracy. Although Oregon voters have a multitude of robust rights,
there are communities who still cannet vote in our state.

In 1857, incarcerated individuals in Oregon were denied the right to vote as part of post-Reconstruction Jim Crow laws; the purpose was
disenfranchising Black voters. The legacy of these racist laws continues today because incarcerated people are still unable to vote. With
Black people making up more than 9 percent of Oregon’s prisons but under 2 percent of our state population, the disenfranchisement
of incarcerated people disproportionately impacts Black
communities — unfortunately, as originally intended.

The Restoration of Voting Rights hill would reverse

our Jim Crow-gra voting law and make it possible for
incarcerated Oregonians to vote. The ACLU of Oregon has
fought for this bill for several years and will be fighting for it
again during the 2023 Oregon legislative session.

on-citizen people in our communities are also

denied the right to vote. Non-citizens are our family
members, friends, coworkers and neighbors; they are rooted in
our communities, pay taxes, send their children to neighborhood
schools and start businesses. In Oregon, one in nine people
lives with a non-citizen.

The movement to provide the right to vote to
non-citizens is growing. Two Vermont cities, nine Maryland
cities, and San Francisco allow non-citizens to vote in local or
school board elections. Lawmakers in Washington, D.C., lllinois
and New York City have considered legislation for non-citizen
voting too. And this fall, voters in Multnomah County, Oregon,
will get to vote on a hallot measure to update the Multnomah
County Charter that would provide non-citizens the right to vote
in Multnomah County elections.

The ACLU fights for voting rights for ALL because

our democracy is most vibrant, beautiful and effective

when it includes the voices of all people.

It is not fair or just to exclude certain communities — often

historically disenfranchised, marginalized and oppressed

communities — from participating in our democracy. ILLUSTRATION: Kennnedy Barrera-Cruz

JOIN US IN STRENGTHENING OUR DEMOCRACY THROUGH OUR VOTING RIGHTS WORK,
and keep an eye out for our calls to action in 2023. *
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Six Anti-Democracy Justices on the U.S. Supreme Court —
Their Threat to Democracy and the Rule of Law
by Sandy Chung

uring its June 2022 session, the anti-democracy justices of the U.S. Supreme Court engaged in a wrath of destruction. It was
devastating to our country’s pursuit of an inclusive, resilient and functional democracy hased on the rule of law.

Instead of addressing the realities of our current times, the majority on the Supreme Court is insistent on forcibly taking us back
to a time in history when our country actively excluded and oppressed Black and Indigenous people, people of color, women and LGBTQ+
people. They are insistent, as well, on obstructing solutions to the existential menaces of our time,
including racism, police misconduct and violence, mass shootings, climate change and theocratic
Christian fascism.

Acting more as religious theocrats and ideologues than justices whose primary
allegiance should be to the U.S. Constitution and our democracy, the Supreme THE SURVIV,
Court’s majority obstructs our country’s ahility to improve, rise to

the challenges of our times, and be an inclusive, resilient and DEMOGRAGY [
& functional democracy.
ALL OI

RIGHTS

;)-(‘f‘ 2

ROLLING BACK

Bodily Autonomy — In Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the Court’s six anti-democracy justices AN|
took away the rights of women, girls and all people who can become pregnant to control their bodies and lives. 2
Never before had the Supreme Court taken away a fundamental constitutional right from so many people across WE TH E F

our country, ignoring almost 50 years of its own decisions affirming our rights to bodily autonomy and abortion.

The Dobbs court held that the U.S. Constitution does not protect a right to abortion because the abortion right is ARE STRONG E
not “deeply rooted in this Nation’s history and tradition.” The Court’s analysis was a manipulative and selective THE ROAD
interpretation of U.S. history that ignored the historic and current experiences of historically-oppressed groups in
America, especially Black women. This tactic also may be used to take away other important privacy and equality
rights. Indeed, in his concurring opinion, Justice Clarence Thomas took the Dobbs reasoning to its horrendous hut

logical conclusion, stating that the Court has a “duty to ‘correct the error”” of prior decisions that established the d
right to contraception, same-sex intimacy and same-sex marriage.

Community safety — This same Court has threatened the bodily safety of people and communities across the nation too. In New

York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen, the six anti-democracy justices struck down a New York State gun safety law that was ~_« «

more than a century old. With this decision, the majority sidestepped the plain words of the Second Amendment, which starts with *‘/ -
the phrase, “A well-regulated militia” and a long-history of gun regulations in our nation, including regulations that existed when the
Second Amendment was written.

In West Virginia v. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the six anti-democracy justices impeded efforts to
address another existential crisis harming our communities by striking down the Clean Power Plan, a federal
climate policy. Like so many other decisions this session, the majority ignored prior legal decisions to do what
they wished while obstructing the calls of communities for more action.

In Vega v. Tekoh and Egbert v. Boule, the six anti-democracy justices held that people harmed by the unconstitutional misconduct or

ACLU OF OREGON MAGAZINE




violence of local and federal law enforcement cannot seek accountability through civil lawsuits with monetary damages. Here,
the majority took the position that it would not be proper to create judicial doctrine to keep the police
accountahle — despite communities across the nation repeatedly using their collective voice to protest
against ongoing police violence.

Tribal sovereignty — In Oklahoma v. Castro-Huerta, five of the Court’s anti-democracy justices (with
Justice Neil Gorsuch dissenting) ignored a long history of precedential law — here, law that recognized
the inherent power of tribal governments on their own lands. Departing from centuries of federal Indian
law recognizing tribal sovereignty, the Court gave state prosecutors authority to usurp this dominion.
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh flippantly delivered this severe blow to Indigenous rights when he wrote for the majority, “Indian country is
part of the State, not separate from the State.” In his dissenting opinion, Justice Gorsuch wrote, “Truly, a more ahistorical and
mistaken statement of Indian law would be hard to fathom.”

V WHITE CHRISTIAN SUPREMACY

In Carson v. Makin and Kennedy v. Bremerton School District, the Court’s anti-democracy justices continued to

blithely sidestep long-established legal precedents — in these cases, prior decisions about the constitutional

JVAL OF OUR requirement of separation of church and state. However, unlike in prior cases where the high court rolled back

rights, in Carson and Bremerton the majority advanced their vision of certain rights. Their decisions show their

! DEPENDS ON vision includes giving constitutional privilege to white Christian people. This is white supremacy in action.

OF US In Carson, the Court’s six anti-democracy justices held that the State of Maine was required to fund religious

schools in a taxpayer-funded program that helped students pay for private school if they lived in sparsely
‘ND = populated areas with no public schools. The students and families filed this lawsuit to get public tax monies to
E PEO PI.E attend private, predominantly white Christian religious schools.

> In Kennedy, the six anti-democracy justices held that a public high school in Washington could not prevent its
. ENOUGH FOR foothall coach from engaging in Christian prayer during the school’s public foothall games. With this decision, the
\D AHEAD. majority refused to acknowledge the potentially coercive effects of their decision on youth in public schools who
hold different religious views from school employees and officials.

As Justice Sonia Sotomayor observed in Carson, “The Court leads us to a place where separation of
\ church and state hecomes a constitutional violation.”

FREEDOM FOR SOME
A pattern is emerging about how the anti-democracy justices define “religious freedom”:

\ - The two private religious schools in Carson were predominantly white Christian schools that
///_s discriminated in admissions and employment against non-Christians and LGBTQ+ people’, and

2 the coach in Bremerton engaged in public Christian prayers during public school football games
that could exclude and coerce players with different beliefs.

- In recent years, justices with anti-democracy views on the Supreme Court allowed certain corporations to use their
religious beliefs” to remove contraceptive coverage from their health care plans for employees.

10ne of the schools, Temple Academy, bars admission to LGBTQ+ students and students with LGBTQ+ parents. Its hiring guidelines state that LGBTQ+
employees will be fired, that “God recognize[s] homosexuals and other deviants as perverted.” At the other school, Bangor Christian School, students who come
out as LGBTQ+ are required to undergo “counseling” and must renounce their sexual orientation or gender identity or face expulsion.
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- They sided with a Catholic organization that barred LGBTQ+ people from applying to be foster parents, even though the
organization received public monies. They also backed a Christian baker with a public storefront who refused to make a

wedding cake for a same-sex couple.

The commonality in these decisions? Predominantly white Christian groups were legally authorized to dictate their belief systems
over others with public resources and in public ways — no matter how discriminatory, oppressive or coercive the conduct.

For Oregonians, we can fight back against the recent Supreme Court decisions by supporting the call to enshrine our
rights at the state level in Oregon’s constitution and laws. This means communities working with advocacy organizations and
pro-democracy elected officials at all levels of government. Together, we can make Oregon a beacon of hope, choice and freedom for

people across the country.

THE SURVIVAL OF OUR DEMOCRACY DEPENDS ON ALL OF US AND WE THE PEOPLE ARE STRONG ENOUGH FOR THE ROAD AHEAD. <

Every One of Us:
For and by Community
by Yvonne Garcia Q‘a

t the ACLU of Oregon, we strive to center and

support those at the margins, our most vulnerable
communities. We believe public safety and justice will thrive if we
create the conditions for healing and joy in all our communities.

In contrast, there are those across our state and country
who center the voices and inconveniences of the
wealthy and powerful and use fear to create support for
approaches that dehumanize and divide.

In response to such harmful approaches, a group of Black,

Indigenous and women of color leaders came together in Portland.

The group initially started by writing about the group’s values
and vision in an op-ed ("Opinion: We won’t surrender our city

to People for Portland’s bleak vision," published November 17,
2021, in The Oregonian). Many community members signed it in
support. Several from this group continued to gather each week
to envision and dream of a Portland that prioritizes care across
communities, space for diverse cultural expressions of grief and
healing, and expressions of joy in celebration of our communities.

ACLU OF OREGON MAGAZINE

The name Every One of Us was selected to reflect the vision of a
community that shares in collective healing and organizing for the
ongoing work of creating more justice and equity
for all communities.

The group worked together to create an event that invited
community members to come together to heal, reflect and take
action. The ACLU of Oregon was honored to be a sponsor of the

event along with NAACP PDX, Pro-Choice Oregon, Imagine Black,
Next Up and APANO.

On July 2, Every One of Us gathered at Portland’s Pioneer
Courthouse Square to engage in collective healing through
hreathing exercises, yoga, sound healing and dancing. BIPOC
vendors, balloon animals, face painting, henna tattoos, plants and

live music filled the square to create a safe and joyful space in the

heart of downtown for all who joined. The work of all involved was Qs
celebrated. We were reminded that as we fight for justice, :
there should always be time for joy.

The ACLU of Oregon is proud to have several staff members
participate in the Every One of Us group, which is a separate
organization from the ACLU of Oregon.

1},> f
EVENT PHOTOS by Mac Smiff : /‘



by Mariana Garcia Medina v

ARIES (March 21 - April 19), you are always taking on challenges.
Today, we challenge you to take a hreak from competition culture and
create something you've always wanted to for no practical reason.

Action: Volunteer with Don’t Shoot PDX

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20), staying grounded comes naturally to
you. Find time to reflect and journal on these questions: What makes
you powerful? How do you advocate for yourself? How do you forgive
yourself when you make a mistake?

Action: Donate to Seeding Justice

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20), you are full of creativity. We invite you
to create a zine about something you care about or have found really
interesting. Add all the zest you'd like and make it your own.
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Action: Vlolunteer with JOIN

A CANCER (June 21- July 22), you are always looking out for others. This
¥ month, it’s time for you to look after yourself. What choice can you
make each week for yourself hased on your needs and wants?

Start today.

Action: Donate to Imagine Black

LEO (July 23 - August 22), you're always ready to share your fiery
energy with others. This month, plan a fun self-care activity with
friends, like roller skating, taking a dance class or having a karaoke
session and singing your heart out.

Action: Vlolunteer with Unite Oregon

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22), it is time to put your to-do list
down and make time for fun and leisure. Find time this month to have a
casual game night with friends and family; bring out the board games,
video games or go to an escape room.

Action: Volunteer with Next Up to get out the vote this November

LIBRA (September 23 - October 22), you're always seeking equilibrium
and the scales of justice may feel off. Ground yourself this month by
> going into nature and practicing gratitude.

Action: Donate to Street Roots

FOLLOW this QR code /\

to our hlog celebrating Nectar's [=]35 E
sponsorship of our values-aligned work. o
Thank you for fearlessly supporting our rf:'.
. collective movement for a more just, El'ﬁ
. fair and inclusive Oregon. ez
b
/

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21), you are fueled by emotions. It
is time to cultivate the wisdom that comes with them by journaling. A
few questions to get you started: How do you trust yourself to make
hig decisions? How do you set houndaries and avoid ahsorbing others’
emotions and stress? How do you share your feelings with the people
you care about?

N
%

Action: Donate to Pro-Choice Oregon

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 - December 21), you're always up for an
adventure and ready to travel. We challenge you to become a tourist of
your own city and find the wonder in it. Go sightseeing, find a beautiful
view, visit your local small business and try a new restaurant you
always pass by but have not yet tried. & il

Action: \lolunteer with Urban League of Portland

CAPRICORN (December 22 - January 19), you're always hard at work. }
Let’s hit pause and commit to taking five minutes each day this week

to do a quick hody scan and stretch. Close your eyes and check in

with how each part of your body feels. Find stretches that allow you to

release tension in your body.

Action: Donate to Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon

AQUARIUS (January 20 - February 18), you're unapologetically
revolutionary. We invite you to make a music playlist dedicated to
yourself. Go on a powerful walk with your music and wear your favorite
outfit or add a hold color or accessory.

Action: \lolunteer with Basic Rights Oregon

PISCES (February 19 - March 20), you're a dreamer. It’s time to indulge
in your imagination, hopes and dreams with art. Create a painting,
collage or drawing with words and sketches of a happy dream you have
for yourself. Reflect on what makes this dream joyful.

Action: Donate to Pineros Y Campesinos del Noroeste (PCUN)

DANGE AS YOU ARE PLAYLIST

Scan the QR code
to listen (and dance) along with us!

ILLUSTRATION: JoJo Baccam
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GIVE!GUIDE BY MAKING A CONTRIBUTION

L] NOVEMBER 1y LITIcT | DECEMBER 31,
EZEZA— AND WIN INCENTIVES FOR GIVING!

Join our community of
end-of-year givers and learn about the
230+ fellow nonprofits, such as
Basic Rights Oregon, Next Up,
and Planned Parenthood
Columbia Willamette,
featured alongside us

in the GivelGuide.

s Check out our profile
Elli N E and the upcoming
r ok ! Big Give days

F‘ h-|:=:i by following
E lﬂ:. the QR code,
LT "

or by visiting
° bit.ly/aclugive

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS,
The Sports Bra, She Bop, % ’ WILLAMETTE WEEK'S

Remy Wines and Nectar, for
supporting our work through
@

this campaign.
GUIDE

And thank you for including the
ACLU Foundation of Oregon in 1| gm
your end-of-year giving!

AN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION



