
Know Your Rights — Your Rights in Oregon

Your Rights
You•	 	do	not	have	to	stop	unless	ordered	by	the	police	to	stop.
Unless	you	are	ordered	to	stop,	you	may	leave	at	any	time,	•	
but	you	should	ask	the	police	whether	you	are	free	to	leave.
You	do	not	have	to	answer	police	questions	without	a	lawyer	•	
present.	You	can	tell	the	police	that	you	want	to	speak	to	a	
lawyer	before	answering	any	questions.

You	may	refuse	to	provide	your	Social	Security	number	to	•	
the	police.
You	may	be	required	to	show	your	green	card	if	it	is	your	•	
only	form	of	identification	and	you	are	being	detained	or	
arrested	for	a	crime.
The	police	will	ask	you	to	identify	yourself.	It	is	not	illegal	in	•	
Oregon	to	refuse	to	identify	yourself,	but	you	should	never	
give	the	police	false	identification	information.
You	do	not	have	to	consent	to	any	search	and/or	seizure.	•	
If	the	police	threaten	to	get	a	warrant,	you	may	tell	them	
to	get	one.	The	police	may	be	able	to	detain	you	until	they	
obtain	a	warrant.
If	the	police	search	you	without	a	warrant,	do	not	resist;	•	
simply	inform	them	that	you	are	not	consenting.

You	do	not	have	to	leave	the	vicinity	of	the	stop	with	the	•	
police	unless	you	have	been	arrested.
If	any	property	is	taken	from	you	by	the	police,	you	have	a	•	
right	to	request	a	receipt.

Police Authority

Police	can	order	you	to	stop	if	they	reasonably	suspect	that	•	
you	have	committed	or	are	about	to	commit	a	crime.
Police	can	also	stop	you	if	they	have	reasonable	grounds	•	
to	believe	that	you	have	committed	a	violation.	Police	may	
detain	you	until	they	establish	your	identity.

If	you	are	approached	by	state	or	local	police
and you are not driving a car…



If you wish to contact us, call or mail us at: 

If	the	stop	is	for	a	crime,	you	may	be	detained	for	a	reason-•	
able	period	of	time.	If	you	are	not	a	U.S.	citizen	and	you	are	
detained	or	arrested	for	a	crime,	the	police	may	ask	you	to	
show	your	immigration	papers.
Police	may	ask	for	consent	to	search	or	inquire	about	the	•	
presence	of	weapons.	The	police	may	pat	your	clothing	
down	for	weapons,	without	consent,	if	they	have	reason	to	
believe	that	you	are	carrying	a	weapon.

Remember
You	should	be	polite	to	the	police	at	all	times.•	
Anything	you	say	can	be	used	against	you.•	
It	is	a	crime	to	give	the	police	false	information	about	•	
your	identity.
If	you	are	not	a	U.S.	citizen,	under	federal	law	you	are	•	
required	to	carry	immigration	documents	at	all	times.
You	may	ask	the	police	for	their	names	and	badge	numbers.	•	
You	may	also	request	business	cards.
In	many	situations	the	police	do	not	have	to	advise	you	of	•	
“Miranda”	rights	in	order	to	use	your	statements	in	court.
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